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s lists. So without any further 
ado, here are the 90 people, places and things 
to watch in '09: 

Kent Avenue bike lanes: The biking 
L J StOTy 20< ^ won t be Lance Armstrong’s 
W VA return to the Tour de France — it’ll be the 
fate of a pair of controversial bike lanes on Kent Avenue in 



South Williamsburg that have sparked protests from resi- 
dents and business owners irate about lost parking spaces 
and cycling activists fighting to protect their right to the 
road (even when they’re dressed as clowns!). 

Sammy Abed: The grocer became a Bay 
aK Ridge hero when he promised to open a new 

f Key Food on Bay Ridge Avenue after a pop- 

ular branch of the supermarket closed on 95th Street in 
the spring, and he’s hoping to open by February. 

Barf Chezar:Thisresearcher’smissionto 
A% A% repopulate the waters off of Sunset Park with 
oysters will carry over into the spring, when 
rs will plunge into the harbor to see if the bivalves are 
iving. Someday, maybe, we’ll all eat well. 

Brooklyn Vegan: The taste-making mu- 
AK f sic Web broke the news last summer that Dy- 
VA / lan was going to play Prospect Park, but only 

le will tell if it stays in style like the Rolling Stones or 
fades into obscurity like Vanilla Ice. 

Q / Andrew Kohen: Will the developer be able 

AN tokickstarthis 11-story building with216units 

Va Va andaHomeDepot superstore atop a railyard 
in Bay Ridge? No, but it’ll be fun to watch him try. 

Q r“ Mohammed Talbi: This Arab-Ameri- 
AN can leader was just named Lutheran Medi- 

VA ^A cal Center’s liaison to the Arabic-speaking 
community, where he’ll expand services to Bay 
Ridge and Sunset Park’s growing population 
of Arabic speakers — including halal meals 




n-call in 


84 


Paul Auster: The prolific 
Park Slope author (pictured) 
is rumored to be coming out 
with a new novel this year, “Invisible,” after 
penning “Man in the Dark” last year, which 
in a fictional United States wracked 
by a post-election civil war. 

Q Saul Bolton: This exile from Le Ber- 

AK ^ nardin found a home on Smith Street with his 
\J eatery, Saul, where he’s cranking out the sin- 
gle best prix-fixe menu (four delectable courses for $40) in 
the borough. Sure, his and wife Lisa’s Boerum Hill Food 
Company didn’t make it, but mark our words: the couple 
will be back with something big this year. 

Milton Puryear: The mastermind behind 
AK f the Brooklyn Waterfront Greenway will be 
pedaling uphill as he moves closer to realizing 
his dream amidst logistical challenges, a dead economy, 
and growing opposition, especially in Williamsburg. 

"J Peter Shapiro and Charlie Ryan: The 
A% I Wetlands promoters are planning to open 
^A I Brooklyn Bowl — a combined music venue, 
16-lane bowling alley and Blue Ribbon cafe — on North 
11th Street in Williamsburg this month. 

Q Jean-Francois Bonnet: This chocolat- 

II 1 1 ' crs Sunset Park factory, Tumbador Choc- 

NA VA olate, just started selling confections to the 
public — setting up an inevitable smackdown with the 
borough’s bean burgomeister, Jacques Torres. Who will 
' e sweet, sweet showdown? Does it matter as long 
re eating chocolate? 

k Spencer Rothschild: This 
’ former Manhattan restaurant 
legend (Calle Ocho) opened 
three joints in Park Slope this year: Bar- 
rio, Cabana Bar and Playa — all fun and 
affordable. 

Jonathan Ames: The versatile Boerum 
/ AV Hill author is following up his 2008 graphic 
f ^A novel “The Alcoholic” with “The Double Life 
is Twice as Good,” a collection of essays and stories due 
in July. This hard-drinking, hard-punching novelist cer- 
tainly has a good gig. 

Cordula Volkening: This Park Slope art- 
M M ist has been battling brain cancer while pro- 
f f ducing an astonishing array of paintings in 
the past year. She is planning a spring show to benefit her 
children at Brooklyn Artists Gym in Gowanus. 

/ Susan Fox:Thefounderoftheonce-quaint, 
/ AV now-booming, Park Slope Parents Web site 
f ^A has emerged as a force throughout the bor- 
ough. She’s on the Park Slope Civic Council, she’s help- 
ing the Old Stone House, she’s helping local merchants, 
and this year she even led the annual Halloween Parade 
for kids. Someday, she’ll be in the City Council. 

^7 John Quaglione and Bob Capano: 
M These two Bay Ridge legends are consider- 

f ^A ing a run against Councilman Vince Gen- 
tile. The GOP ain’t big enough for both Quaglione and 
Capano, so some blood will spill. 

A Josh Benson: The Department of Trans- 
/ /\ portation Bicycle Program Coordinator is the 

/ most loved or most hated man in the city. 

See 90 IN '09 on page 10 



SCHUMER’S COURT ORDER 

Chuck runs roughshod over Carey's honor 

By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The federal courthouse in 
Brooklyn was officially re- 
named the TheodoieRoosevelt 
United States Courthouse last 
week — a snub to not only 
former Gov. Hugh Carey, 
whose name was originally 
slated to adorn the building, 
but also to Rep. Ed Towns, 
the Fort Greene congressman 
whose bill to give Carey the 
honor was turned aside by 
Sen. Charles Schumer. 

Schumer’s bill to honor 
Roosevelt — the former pres- 
ident and New York governor — 
was submitted in April, about 
13 months after Towns’s bill 
to honor the still-living Carey 
passed House by an overwhelm- 
ing margin. 

But Towns’s bill then got 
bogged down in the Senate’s 
environment and public works 
committee as Schumer, a lion 
of the upper house, outmaneu- 
vered his House colleague be- 
See COURT on page 2 


Hugh & Teddy: Tale of the tape 

The Brooklyn Federal Courthouse will be renamed for Teddy Roosevelt 
rather than former Gov. Hugh Carey. Here's how the two men stack up: 


POLITICIAN 

(party) 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
(GOP, Bull Moose) 


Lived 

Oct. 27, 1 858-Jan. 6, 1919 

1 Hi'fll 1975-1982 

Years as 
governor 

1899-1900 

Born in Brooklyn, saved 
Brownstones as a congress- 

Brooklyn street 

Teddy bear created in 
Brooklyn 

S hetped^ 

and South Street Seaport 

accomplishments 

Led cavalry charges, won 
Nobel Peace Prize, shot 
large animals 

: Married twice and widowed 

1 j I ' . i , once — and dallied plenty 

I LI 1 I f i 1 1 N J 1“ i \ i When single. 

Relationship to 
the ladies 

Married twice and widowed 
once — and dallied plenty 
when single. 


Mount Rushmore 

Yes A 


Steakinga claim 

Luger's must hand crown to Morton's 


THE BROOKLYN 

ANGLE 

By Gersh Kuntzman 



T he king is dead. Long live the king: Pe- 
ter Luger is no longer the best steak- 
house in Brooklyn. 

That stunning piece of news was ush- 
ered into 2009 on a gorgeously charred, deli- 
ciously marbled, gloriously juicy bone-in rib- 
eye steak served to me at the new Morton’s 
the Steakhouse, which opened last month 
on Adams Street in Downtown. 

Though Peter Luger has been a steak-lover’s 
paradise for more than 100 years — and has re- 
mained Mr. Zagat’s favorite steakhouse in the 
city for most of the thin red duke’s history — 
it needs to be said, and said loudly: Peter Luger 
is an over-rated, obnoxious, pompous, unsatis- 
fying, overpriced and underwhelming restau- 
rant that serves a single, well-prepared dish. 

By comparison, Morton’s is a full-service 
restaurant. Yes, Peter Luger is the true steak- 
house. But I do not spend $100 to eat. I spend 
it to be treated well in a restaurant. 

The central conceit of this story was a meat- 
lover’s dream: to eat consecutive steak dinners 
at Peter Luger and Morton’s and write to tell 
about it. My meal at Morton’s made the job of 
eating enjoyable. My experience at Peter Luger 
made the job of writing easy. 

Despite a reservation, I arrived to find the 


dining room closed and was offered no expla- 
nation for the 20-minute delay. Expecting cus- 
tomer service at Peter Luger is like expecting 
beef curry at an Indian restaurant. Menu offer- 
ings are discussed joylessly. Food is slapped 
down, diner-style. 

And then it dawns on you: Being a customer at 
Peter Luger is like being an extra on a Holly wood 
movie set. Your presence is necessary, of course, 
but it entirely incidental to the main action. 

Indeed, the primary customer at Peter Luger 
is the painstaking cultivation of the steakhouse’s 
decades-old mystique, the notion of the steak- 
house as an unbending taskmaster, a place where 
any smiles, common courtesies, any chit-chat 
or, indeed, any other palatable menu offerings 
besides porterhouse steak would reveal that the 
restaurant is, in fact, not the carnivorous care- 
taker it purports to be. 

See STEAK on page 7 



Meat your waiter: Morton's server Javier Viqueira serves up 
the borough's best porterhouse. 



Opponents of a Thor Equities' plan to build a Vegas-style amusement and shopping district in Coney Island briefly 
protested on the frigid beach on New Year's Day, giving our photographer just enough time to snap this shot. 


Coney's sticky Sitt-uation 

Joe's new land buy could hinder City plan 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Areclusive fast-food mogul 
who once dreamed of saving 
Coney Island with his own 
massive amusement park is 
close to selling his long-dor- 
mant land to the current self- 
styled savior of the “People’s 
Playground” and, in doing so, 
make it harder — and more 
expensive — for the city to 
realize its own vision for re- 
vitalizing the area. 

Joe Sitt, owner of Thor Eq- 
uities, is negotiating to buy 


the three-acre site of the for- 
mer Thunderbolt roller coaster 
from Horace Bullard, the Kan- 
sas Fried Chickenmogul whose 
own theme parkschemeforStee- 
plechase Park was blocked by 
then-Mayor Giuliani in 1994. 

Bullard, who’s owned the 
land bounded by the Board- 
walk, Surf Avenue, Keyspan 
ParkandWest 15th Street since 
1985, said Sitt’s recent offer 
of $91 million was far more 
than the Bloomberg Admin- 
istration’s bid. 

‘T don’t want to even mention 
the [city’s] number,” Bullard 


told The Brooklyn Paper. “It 
was not a realistic number.” 
Bullard said that after years 
of allowing the land to sit idle, 
he’s jettisoning it because “I’ve 
been looking around at the 
economy” and “it’s time for 
me to get on with my life.” 
Thor’s interest in adding to 
its 10-1/2-acre empire was first 
reported on Monday in the New 
York Post, and a spokesman for 
the company told The Brooklyn 
Paper that the two sides have 
been hammering out a deal. 

Sitt’s ability to succeed as 
an amusement impresario in 


Coney Island has been un- 
der question since he started 
his $100-millionland-buying 
spree five years ago. 

Last summer — the so- 
called “Summer of Hope” — 
fizzled out when the tempo- 
rary rides and games that Sitt 
brought in ended up packing 
up early. 

This fall, Astroland closed 
after Sitt did not offer the space- 
age park’s operator a lease ex- 
tension. Just before Christmas, 
word leaked that Sitt is dou- 
bling and tripling the rent for 
many Boardwalk businesses. 


SHHH! 

Library ends 
Sunday hours 

By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Add this to the list of cutbacks that 
are making our lives increasingly dif- 
ficult: there are no longer any public 
library hours on Sundays. 

Facing city and state cuts of $2.2 
million from its $100-million budget, 
and with more funding reductions on 
the horizon, the city’s third-largest li- 
brary system will save an estimated 
$800,000 by closing all of its loca- 
tions — including $350,000 in sav- 
ings by shuttering the busy Central 
Branch at Grand Army Plaza. 

That amount of savings aren’t worth 
the larger cost to library users. 

“For a lot of folks, Sunday is the 
go-to day for the library,” said Chris- 
tina Curran, director of adult educa- 
tion for the Fifth Avenue Committee. 
“It’s insane that Brooklyn won’t have a 
library open on Sundays for the work- 
ing people and the people trying to 
help their kids with school work. It’s 
really shortsighted.” 

But library Executive Director Dionne 
Mack-Harvin said she ordered the cut- 
backs because under the current contract, 
union employees get time-and-a-half on 
Sundays, but not on Saturdays. 

That contract was renegotiated last 
year on Mack-Harvin’s watch. 

During tough times, libraries are 
typically the first city service on the 
chopping block — though just as of- 
ten, most of the funding gets restored 
See SHHH! on page 2 
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Keep your rBsalutians with 

DUMBO ^ ^.Park Slope 

\ 6 weeks 



18 CLASSES ONLY $325 

with mention of this ad 

START DATE: Monday, January 12 

Classes on Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
6-7 am*, 7 - 8 am, 10-11 am** 

For additional info and times, please call Drill Instructor Tanya at 

917 - 373-3721 

E-mail: bootcampnycl@aol.com 

www.BootcampChallengeNewYorkxom 

Shower facilities available 

*6 am classes in Park Slope begin January 21 **10 am class in Park Slope Only 


Docked! 

Walentas in the fight of 
his life on DUMBO tower 


By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A proposal for an 
18-story tower next to the 
Brooklyn Bridge has bit- 
terly divided Community 
Board 2 on the eve if its 
controversial vote on the 
project — and the fight has 
riven the community amid 
charges that each side is 
lying or intentionally ma- 
nipulating the facts. 

The coming vote follows 
a 7-6 decision last month by 
Community Board 2’s land- 
use committee to reject the 
project — which calls for lux- 
ury and below-market-rate 
housing plus a public mid- 
dle school on Dock Street in 
DUMBO. But central to the 



Points of 'views' 

Opponents of David Walentas's plan for an 1 8-story 
residential and school building on DUMBO's Dock 
Street (black zone below) say the structure's height 
would block views of the fabled Brooklyn Bridge. 
A Brooklyn Paper investigation revealed that very 
few views of the span would be affected. 


3+ Months Free 

No Initiation Fee 

JOIN NOW FOR MEMBERSHIP THROUGH MAY 1, 2010 FOR THE PRICE OF ONE YEAR 


Offer ends January 31 
EASTERN ATHLETIC 


battle is a critical piece of ev- 
idence that was barred from 
being introduced at the deeply 
divided committee hearing, 
and what some say is an over- 
stated fear campaign that sug- 
gests that the building would 
forever ruin views of the his- 
toric Brooklyn Bridge. 

Supporters of the project 
dispute the notion that views 
of the bridge would be tar- 
nished by a building whose 
height is comparable to oth- 
ers in the former warehouse 
district between the Manhat- 
tan and Brooklyn bridges. 

They also point out that 
developer Jed Walentas 
could build an equally tall, 
or perhaps even taller, hotel 
or non-residential building 
on the site without a zoning 
change — an assertion which 
undermines the view argu- 
ment. And those supporters 
cite the neighborhood’s need 
for a middle school and be- 
low-market-rate units that 
Walentas has promised. 

Next Wednesday’s full 
board vote is the fust step in 
a seven-month public review 
process required whenever a 
developer seeks a rezoning. 

The project is the Walen- 
tas family’s second go-round: 
an earlier, bulkier version 
pushed by David Walentas 
failed in 2004 — and many 
community members are still 
deployed dong the same bat- 
tle lines, despite a plan that 
now comprises a less bulky 
main wing that is further 
away from the fabled span, 
a 300-seat middle school, 65 
below-market-rate housing 
units and a “green” design. 

The view 

Leading the opposition is 
Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights) and 
members of the Brooklyn 
Heights Association and the 
DUMBONeighborhood As- 
sociation, who fear that the 
building will ruin Brooklyn’s 
ever-changing skyline. 

“The Dock Street tower 
would impose itself into — 
or intrude upon — every- 
one’s view of the Brooklyn 
Bridge tower,” said BHA Ex- 
ecutive Director Judy Stan- 



eas that currently 

:w of the Brooklyn Bridge. 



ton, who is not a member of 
CB2, but whose status as a 
voting member of the land- 
use committee swung the 
vote against Walentas dur- 
ing a rare Saturday morning 
meeting on Dec. 20. “It’s a 
shame to wait until things 
are built to say, ‘Wow, who 
let that happen?’ ” 

But when The Brook- 
lyn Paper repoters walked 
the streets of DUMBO and 
Brooklyn Heights, the result 
was objectively different 
from what opponents say. 

The only direct views 
of the bridge that would 
be blocked by the Walen- 
tas building are at York and 
Front streets — a view that is 
not popular with tourists be- 
cause Manhattan itself cannot 
be seen in the distance. The 
much more crowded tourist 
vistas from the Fulton Ferry 
Landing would be virtually 
unchanged by the Walentas 
building, which would rise 
behind the bridge’s spider- 
like cable array. 

Walking on the foot- 
path from Manhattan, the 
Walentas building is visi- 
ble to the left, though it is 
in scale with the surround- 
ing warehouses. 

And while pedestrians 
heading from Brooklyn 
to Manhattan will have 
their view of the Manhat- 
tan Bridge and East River 
obscured, shutterbugs need 


only walk several more feet 
toward Manhattan and the 
blocked view clears com- 

When shown the results of 
The Brooklyn Paper investi- 
gation, Stanton and Yassky 
were unmoved. 

“It’s not so much the views 
of the bridge as it’s the ex- 
perience of being on the 
bridge,” Yassky said, lik- 
ening the Dock Street proj- 
ect to the giant windowless 
Verizon building in lower 
Manhattan that shows up 
in everyone’s pictures of 
the Brooklyn Bridge. “If 
there was the tiniest chance 
that you’re creating another 
one of those, you don’t really 
want to take that chance.” 

After its rejection of the 
Walentas proposal, the CB2 
committee passed a res- 
olution seeking a 75-foot 
height restriction on Walen- 
tas’s property to block not 
only the currently-proposed 
1 83 -foot structure, but other 
tall structures that Walen- 
tas could build as-of-right. 
That resolution, which had 
not been on the agenda for 
the virtually unattended 
Saturday morning hear- 
ing, passed 10-1. 

Jed Walentas said that a 
shorter building would elim- 
inate the project’s public ben- 


efits. 


5-foot height limit 


COURT... 

Continued from page 1 “It was agreed upon [to 

hind the scenwes. name the courthouse for 

Towns’s spokeswoman Roosevelt], and to my un- 
Shrita Sterlin said the Con- derstanding, it was a non- 
gressman “supported the issue,” she said, 
name change.” Perhaps.butwhenSchum- 

NFL Playoffs & Super Bowl 
Catering From... 



er’s “Roosevelt” bill came 
to a vote in the House on 
Sept. 8, Towns mysteriously 
did not vote. 

AspokesmanforSchumer 
also said that there was noth- 
ing behind the Schumer- 
Towns bill battle, and said 
that New York’s senior sen- 
ator has been “working on 
this for a long time.” 

And besides, Schumer 
told The Brooklyn Paper, 
Carey will be recognized 
in due time. 

“Gov. Carey is a true 
Brooklynite,” he said. “Gov. 
Carey’s great service to New 
York should and will be rec- 
ognized in similar ways and 
I look forward to making 
that happen.” 

A spokesman for Carey 
did not return two calls for 
comment. 

Had the courthouse been 
named for the 89-year-old 
Carey, lawyers and tour- 
ists alike would always 
remember the man who 
served seven terms in the 
Congress representing his 


build the school and the af- 
fordable housing proposed,” 
he told The Brooklyn Paper. 

School daze 

The main carrot that 
Walentas added since 2004 is 
the free public middle school, 
an offer that would save the 
city $50 million in construc- 
tion costs, though opponents 
say the city was wrong to 
put the school into its capital 

its first regulatory hurdle. 

But not everyone wants a 
middle school in DUMBO 
— at least in Walentas’s 
Dock Street project. 

Two years ago, Yassky 
created a task force to iden- 
tify sites for a neighborhood 
middle school. The panel so 
strongly opposed the notion of 
aWalentas-built school thatit 
even considered urging the city 
to create fifih-through-eighth- 
grade space in the Brooklyn 
House of Detention. 

More recently, Yassky and 
the Brooklyn Heights Asso- 
ciation have focused their at- 
tention on getting the city to 
expand the currently K-5 PS 
8 on Hicks Street into a K-8 
facility. 

But the city has rejected 
that suggestion.most recently 
in a Dec. 19 letter to Com- 
munity Board 2 — a letter 
that was not read at the Dec. 
20 committee meeting on the 
Dock Streetproposal, despite 
(or perhaps because of) its 
power to persuade waffling 
Walentas opponents. 

“We have reviewed pro- 
posals to convert PS 8 to a 
K-8 school facility and have 
concluded thatthisideaisnot 
feasible. The site cannot sup- 
port an addition of that mag- 
nitude,” the letter stated. 

The letter was not read 
aloud at the land-use com- 
mittee meeting because 
board chair John Dew said 
he feared project opponents 
would “automatically assume 
[that the letter] is being done 
to promote the project.” 

Yassky backed Dew innot 
reading the letter, saying it 
is ultimately irrelevant. “If 
[the Walentas] deal is unavail- 
able, as I think it will be, then 
School Construction Author- 
ity will have to look at other 
ways to create amiddle school 
and I think they’ll look seri- 
ously at our option.” 

The full community 
board will vote on the pro- 
posed rezoning on Jan. 14 
at 6 pm at Borough Hall 
(209 Joralemon Street, at 
Court Street). 


native Park Slope, the gov- 
ernor who saved New York 
City from bankruptcy, the 
Democratic powerbroker 
who tightened the belt on 
the state’s profligate spend- 
ing by saying “the days of 
wine and roses are over,” the 
liberal whose greatest regret 
is that he didn’t run for pres- 
ident in 1976, the savvy mar- 
keter who put the term “I 
love New York” on every 

In addition, he is the only 
Brooklynite to become gov- 


Instead, borough residents 
will now honor Roosevelt, 
who before becoming presi- 
dent in 1901 wasbestknown 
for reforming the then-cor- 
rupt NYPD, serving in the 
state Assembly and, later, as 
the state’s 33rd governor. 

The federal courthouse, at 
225 Cadman Plaza East, is 
the seat of the Eastern Dis- 
trict, which covers Brook- 
lyn, Queens, Staten Island 
and Long Island. 


HOW BROOKLYN CARES FOR KIDS. 





PEDIATRIC 


The Brooklyn 
Hospital Center 
offers your kids 
fast emergency 
care close to home. 


EMERGENCY CARE AT 

The Brooklyn 
Hospital Center 


How Brooklyn stays healthy. 


Whether it's a bruise, bee sting, bug bite or bump, 
your kids will get the highest quality pediatric 
emergency treatment fast - and close to home - 
at The Brooklyn Hospital Center. Our Emergency 
room doctors work together with a full range of 
pediatric specialists, blending caring and cultural 
sensitivity with advanced medical technology. 
When it comes to emergency pediatric care, you 
have a choice. Choose the close alternative — 
The Brooklyn Hospital Center. 


m RAPID 


Get expedited 
carewhen your 
doctor lets us 
know you’re 
coming. 


SHHH! 

Continued from page 1 
during budget negotiations. 
But this year might be dif- 

“We usually do the bud- 
get dance, but the economy 
being is the way it is, we un- 
derstand that it’s just going to 
be tougher for everyone this 
year,” Mack-Harvin said. 

To fill the rest of the bud- 
get hole, the library plans to 
decrease book purchasing 
and replacement and has im- 
plemented a hiring freeze, 
Mack-Harvin said. 

Unsurprisingly, book- 
worms aren’t taking kindly 
to the closures. 

“I work long hours dur- 
ing the week, so I usually 
can’t make it at night,” said 
Brooklyn Heights resident 
Vivian Merker. “I’d rather 
see alternate days of closure 
at each branch, that way you 
could still get to a library 
other days of the week.” 

Residents of Borough 
Park and Midwood — where 
branches on 43rd Street and 
East 16th Street remained 
open on Sundays until this 
latest round of cuts — say 
the closure effectively denies 
Orthodox Jews access to the 
libraries all weekend. 

“The majority of the peo- 
ple here are Sabbath observ- 
ers, so Sundays are when they 
use it — not Saturdays,” said 
Community Board 12 Dis- 
trict Manager Wolf Sender. 
“The library is anecessity. A 
lot of the people here don’t 
have the Internet, so their 
only lifeline to books is the 




Pet Health 
Questions ? 

Ask Dr. Dendtler! 
Providing Veterinary Care at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

" Thurs 4 - 7pm ' 

Sat 9:30am - 1:30pm „oc 4 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 



•Vaccinations -Hill's Prescription Diets 
-Skin Disorders -Microchip Implants 
* Dental Care * Surgery 
•House Calls -Lab Tests 


239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont Ave.) 

( 718 ) 789-7170 
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Premium Domestic 
& Imported Beers 

969 3rd Avenue 

(at 37 St., across from Costco) 

Sunset Park 
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(718) 788-8000 

www.sunsetbeer.com 


UNLIMITED YOGA 

*99 

Unlimited 
Monthly Yoga 

Minimum six months 
Offer good thru Dec. 31st 
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SATNICK'S 
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Jewels by Satnick I 

187 State Street ® (718) 852-1421 

Store Hours: M-F 10 am to 6:30 pm, Sat. 11am to 5pm 

Brooklyn ’s Most Trusted Jeweler!!! 
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CLINTON HILL 


Fight for convent’s site 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 


A quest by Clinton Hill 
preservationists to save a 
historic convent building 
has become even more ur- 
gent now that the last re- 
maining nuns are mov- 
ing out and the religious 
complex may be put up 
for sale. 

With the 146-year-old Sis- 
ters of Mercy compound on 
Willoughby Avenue getting 
mothballed in the coming 
weeks, the Society for Clin- 
ton Hill wants the city to de- 
clare it a landmark so that the 
convent cannot be knocked 

“We’ve been worried 
about that property for a long 
time because of the decline 
in the number of nuns,” said 
Sharon Barnes, amember of 
the civic group, which re- 
quested landmark status for 
the cloister, along with four 
other unprotected neighbor- 

The neighborhood group 
is still awaiting a decision 
from the often-tardy Land- 
marks Preservation Com- 

“Clinton Hill is known for 
its churches,” Barnes said. 
“We’ve seen so many lux- 
ury condos go up, so we’d 
like to preserve this.” 

The uncertainty hanging 
over the convent sparked an 
online petition drive to has- 
ten a ruling from the city. 
The letter affirms that the 
nunnery is worth safeguard- 
ing as “an important exam- 


ple of an intact 19th-century 
religious complex,” and be- 
cause the convent “was de- 
signed by Brooklyn resident 
Patrick C. Keely, the most 
important Catholic-church 
architect in America in the 
mid-19th century.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
Landmarks Preservation 
Commission said her office 
is studying an expansion of 
the existing Clinton Hill His- 
toric District of brownstones, 
carriage houses, churches 


and the famed Clinton Av- 
enue mansions, which would 
bring the convent into the 
protected zone. 

Until December, there 
were 29 sisters living in 
the walled property, be- 
tween Classon Avenue and 
Taaffe Place. That number 
is down to 13, and they are 
expected to be resettled by 
the end of January, accord- 
ing to a spokeswoman for 
the religious order. 

Besides the motherhouse, 


there is also a chapel and 
a building erected on the 
premises in 1883 as a girls’ 
orphanage. Though physi- 
cally impressive, the build- 
ings are damaged and would 
cost$20millionto repair — 
a sum the order cannot af- 
ford. 

For now, the convent is 
not changing hands. 

“The future is yet to be de- 
termined,” said Debbie Del- 
laPorta, a spokeswoman for 
the Sisters of Mercy. 


BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 



The Sisters of Mercy convent on Willoughby Avenue will soon close, and 
locals are concerned about what will happen to the gorgeous buildings that 
once cloistered nuns. 


New wine bar in old bottle 



By Sarah Portlock 

The Brooklyn Paper 

New life will soon come to the 
disgraced comer of Henry and Cran- 
berry streets — and the two popu- 
lar neighborhood restaurateurs say 
they have no connection to the ar- 
rested operator of the previous es- 
tablishment at the site. 

The new Brooklyn Heights Wine 
Bar will open in the former Wine Bar 
at 50 Henry Street spot — and new 
owner Mark Lahm was quick to note 
that there are no associations whatso- 
ever with Dan Kaufman, who managed 
not only the wine bar, but Busy Chef, 
Oven and the Blue Pig until he was ar- 
rested over the summer and charged 
with swindling more than $25 ,' 000 from 
customers’ credit cards. 

Lahm, who owns Henry’s End at 44 
Henry St., will open the new wine and 
tapas bar in February with Jim Mon- 
temarano, the owner of Cranberry’s, 
which is at 48 Henry St. The news was 
first reported on the Brooklyn Heights 
Blog. 


The partners applied for a new liquor 
license in the space toensure there would 
be no connection to the site’s past. That 
hurdle means that there won’t be any 
wine at the wine bar until the spring, but 
Lahm said he will serve small plates of 


cheeses, charcuterie, soups and “inter- 
esting salads” in the meantime. 

“We’ll be doing good food that will 
be reasonably priced, and it will be a 
nice, comfortable, casual place,” Lahm 


WILLIAMSBURG 


Saved! Warehouse preserved 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A historic , Cass Gilbert-designed 
building on the Williamsburg wa- 
terfront will be preserved in per- 
petuity — no thanks to the city. 

The lengthy battle over the fate of 
the Austin Nichols Warehouse on Kent 
Avenue (pictured) has come to an end, 
as the new owners of the 95 -year-old 
building have agreed to limit altera- 
tions to the size and shape of the famed 
structure while it undergoes a long- 
planned residential conversion. 

development and ensure that the his- 
toric warehouse is protected,” said 
Heather Massler of the Trust for Ar- 
chitectural Easements, which worked 
with the building’s owners on the vol- 
untary preservation deal. 

The decision to save the Austin Nich- 
ols Warehouse, which is at the corner 
of North Fourth Street, is at odds with 
the City Council’s controversial deci- 
sion in 2005 to give a previous owner 
permission to erect glassy towers atop 



The Austin Nichols Warehouse 
will be preserved. 


the building — despite opposition from 
both the Landmarks Preservation Com- 
mission and Mayor Bloomberg. 

Councilman David Yassky (D-Wil- 
liamsburg) backed the Council effort 
to buck the landmark agency. 

But a change in ownership — and 
possibly the cooling economy — led 
the developers to seek a preservation 
easement for their planned conversion, 
a change in direction that could pro- 


tect the building and provide its owners 
with generous tax cuts, Massler said. 

Calls to the property owner, JMH 
Development, were not returned. 

The scaled-back plans for the Egyp- 
tian Revival building at 184 Kent Ave. 
call for a one-story addition and an in- 
terior courtyard, but gone are propos- 
als for towering rooftop add-ons and 
the removal of the warehouse’s his- 
toric windows. 

That’s great news for neighborhood 
preservationists, who worried that the 
Council’s 2005 decision to reject the 
Landmarks agency’s recommendation 
and “de-landmark” the Austin Nichols 
Warehouse would lead to more dra- 
matic alterations. 

“This is great — we were always 
looking for ways to protect the build- 
ing,” said community activist Evan 
Thies, who was the anti-preservation 
Yassky’s aide when the Council failed 
to protect the building originally. “If 
they are going to be able to develop 
it without the towers, that is ideal. I 
guess this is one of the few benefits 
of a poor real-estate market.” 



Happy New Year! 
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Robber threatens with syringe 
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78TH PRECINCT 


Park Slope 

A desperate shoplifter 
threatened a security guard 
at a 12th Street supermarket 
on Dec. 30, claiming that he 
had a syringe infected with 
HIV. 

The criminal had a full 
cart of meat when the guard 
stopped him at noon. But in- 
stead of surrendering, the 
man reached into his pocket 
and said, “I have an AIDS 
needle. I’ll stab you.” 

The thug fled the store, 
which is between Second 
and Third avenues. 

Time out 

A youthful greeting 
quickly turned into a mid- 
day mugging on Eighth Av- 
enue on Dec. 30. 

A teenage girl was ap- 
proached by a fellow young- 
ster at the corner of Berkeley 
Place at 2:30 pm. The sec- 
ond girl said, “Yo! You got 
the time?” But when the first 
girl pulled out her iPhone to 
check, the punk grabbed the 
cell and ran. 

Gun mug 

A Montgomery Place man 
was mugged for his laptop 
at gunpoint in front of his 
home on Dec. 22. 

The 28-year-old told po- 
lice that he was in front of the 
building at about 1 1 pm when 
amanapproached,pulledout 
a silver handgun and said, 
“Give me your wallet — and 
give me the laptop.” 

The victim handed over 
the computer and his cashless 
wallet, and the thug fled. 

Senior mug 

A woman was brutally 
mugged on Dec. 26 a block 
from Prospect Park. 

Cops say that the thief ap- 
proached his 62-year-old vic- 
tim from behind at around 
8 am at the comer of First 
Street and Eighth Avenue, 
covering her mouth and tell- 
ing her, “Be quiet. I’m not 
going to hurt you.” 

But he did just that, shov- 
ing her to the ground roughly 
before taking her iPod, wal- 
let, cellphone andMetrocard. 
He then fled into the park. 

— Zeke Faux 


I88TH PRECINCTl 


Fort Greene 
Clinton Hill 

Left for dead 

Aman was stabbed repeat- 
edly near the comer of Clin- 
ton and Greene avenues in the 
early morning of Jan. 1. 

The victim, a 30-year-old 
man, had been stabbed in 
the face and body, and was 
lucky that a passerby soon 
discovered him. 

He is not expected to die, 
according to police. 

Foiled! 

A woman fended off a 
mugger on DeKalb Ave- 

The man sneaked from 
behind and hit the woman in 
the face at 10:50 pm. He tried 
to steal the 49-year-old vic- 
tim’s bag, but couldn’t wrest 
it from the resilient lady be- 
tween Washington Park and 
South Oxford Street. 

Ding dong 

A pack of hooligans 
mugged a man on his front 
steps on St. James Place on 
Dec. 26. 

The vandals swarmed the 
23-year-old victim at 10:30 
pm between Gates Avenue 


and Fulton Street. One voice 
out of the gang threatened, 
“If you don’t want to get shot, 
give us everything in your 
pockets.” 

The young man, not in- 
terested acquiring a taste 
for hot lead, surrendered 
his phone and wallet, con- 
taining $15. 

Real cutup 

A stranger slashed a man’s 
face from his ear to his mouth 
with a box cutter on Myrtle 
Avenue on Dec. 30. 

The 38-year-old victim told 
police he did not know why 
the slasher cut him at 7:50 
pm between Adelphi Street 
and Carlton Avenue. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


I84TH PRECINCTl 


Brooklyn Heights 
DUMBO-Boerum Hill 
Downtown 

Beer run 

Three punks mugged a 
beer deliveryman on York 
Street on Dec. 30, stealing 
more than $1,000 and try- 
ing to loot some cold ones 
along the way. 

The victim was making 
a delivery at 3:30 pm to a 
spot between Bridge and 
Gold streets. When he came 
back to his truck, he saw the 
two guys taking beer, and 
told them to leave. Instead, 
one perp pulled out a gun 
and demanded cash, which 
the driver handed over. 

Dental damn! 

A perp broke into a Dean 
Street dentist’s office on 
Christmas Eve and stole a 

The security alarm went 
off at 6:30 pm, but by the 
time cops arrived to the 
storefront, which is near 
Nevins Street, the front 
glass door was shattered 
and the burglar and laptop 
were gone. 

’Tis season 

A perp stole a man’s wal- 
let and a bottle of rum from 
the inside of his coat, which 
the victim had left hanging 
on a rack at an indoor chil- 
dren’s play space on Atlantic 
Avenue between Hoyt and 
Bond streets. The incident 
happened around 4:30 pm. 


Thieves 

an’s wallet as she was gro- 
cery shopping at a Mon- 
tague Street supermarket 
on Christmas Eve, and then 
used her credit cards to rack 
up some Christmas presents 
of his own. 

The woman noticed her 
wallet was missing from 
her bag — and told cops 
she had $200 in there be- 
fore the 12:40 pm mugging 
at the store, which is between 
Court and Clinton streets. 

— Sarah Portlock 


I76TH PRECINCTl 


Carroll Gardens 
Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Cutthroat 

A hoodlum put a knife to 
a woman’s throat on Cheever 
Place and mugged her on 
Christmas Eve. 

The 27-year-old victim said 
a man sneaked behind her at 
around noon near the comer 
of Kane Street, and demon- 
strated his intentions with the 
blade. She handed over her di- 
amond necklace.engagement 
ring and $100 from her purse, 
and he fled. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


90TH PRECINCT 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

iPod touched 

Cops nabbed an 18-year- 
old suspected of snatching 
a 26-year-old woman’s iPod 
Touch on Dec. 28. 

The thug yanked the mu- 
sic-player from the victim’s 
back pocket at around 6:10 
pm at the corner of Debev- 
oise and Humboldt streets. 

“Give me that f— ing 
iPhone,” he demanded (in- 
correctly), before he wrestled 
the popular cell away from 
the victim and fled — but the 
suspect didn’t get far before 
police locked him up. 

Knifepoint! 

A blade- wielding bad guy 
mugged a25-year-old as she 
entered her South Eighth 
Street home on Dec. 26. 

The crook confronted 
the victim at around 12:40 
am as she opened the front 
door of her apartment build- 
ing, which is between Berry 


Street and Bedford Avenue , 
and flashed a knife. 

The victim handed over 
her wallet, bank card, IDs, 
bus pass, iPhone, and $10, 
and the thief fled. 

— Ben Muessig 


I68TH PRECINCTl 


Bay Ridge 

Ring tones 

Two thugs used a clever 
ruse to snatch five iPod mu- 
sic players from the hand of 
an unsuspecting pedestrian 
on Shore Road on Dec. 31. 

The victim told cops that 
the two men approached him 
on the corner of Shore Road 
and 86th Street at 9 pm, and 
one of the men asked to use 
his phone. When he obliged, 
the second perp grabbed a 
shopping bag containing 
the music players and sev- 
eral other items , worth more 
than $2,000. 

Both muggers then ran 
off, throwing the victim’s 
phone on the ground as they 
fled. 

14 benjamins 

A dastardly hood broke 
into an elderly man’s 12th 
Avenue apartment on Dec. 
12 and made off with 14hun- 
dred-dollar bills. 

The crook smashed open 
the front door of the 83-year- 
old’s basement apartment, 
which is at the corner of Bay 
Ridge Parkway, between 10 
am and 9:30 pm. He didn’t 
take anything besides the 

— Evan Gardner and 
Zeke Faux 


94TH PRECINCT 


Greenpoint 

Williamsburg 

Bank yank 

A crook held up a Manhat- 
tan Avenue bank on Dec. 29 
and made off with $1,410 af- 
terpassing the teller ahand- 
written note reading, “I have 
a gun.” 

The teller forked over the 
cash at around 10:30 am and 
the perp dashed out of the 
bank, which is between 
Norman and Meserole av- 
enues, but not before fan- 
ning through the dough to 
make sure the dollars weren’t 
laced with dye packs. 


Scrooge 

An uncharitable crook 
stole a laptop c omputer from 
a Java Street church group 
on Dec. 28. 

The thug broke into the 
office of the religious non- 
profit, damaging the door 
between 1:30 pm and 7:30 
pm, then snatched the Dell 
and fled from the building, 
which is between Manhat- 
tan Avenue and McGuinness 
Boulevard. 

Hooded hoods 

Two brutes inblackhoodies 
roughed up a 26-year-old and 


stole his cellphone on North 
Fourth Street on Dec. 16. 

The thugs attacked the 
victim at around 11:30 pm, 
punching him repeatedly 
in the face at the corner of 
Berry Street and knocking 
him to the ground. 

“Just stab him,” one of the 
thugs shouted, but the vic- 
tim threw his wallet to the 
attackers before either crook 
could pull out a blade. 

When the muggers dis- 
covered there was no cash 
in the victim’s wallet, they 
grabbed his cellphone and 
fled. — Ben Muessig 
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9 for '09 


Here is what you’ll be doing , 
eating and seeing this year 


By The GO Brooklyn team 

The Brooklyn Paper 

O ur news reporters have given you a 
list of the 90 people, places and things 
that will be generating headlines in 
’09, so now it’s time for GO Brooklyn 
to weigh in on the nine entertainment 
trends that will be occupying your time 
over the next 12 months. 

9 Small venues go big time: This 
year, small spaces will loom large. 
Gowanus’ new Bell House has already 
emerged as a place to see top acts, includ- 
ing Gordon Gano of the ViolentFemmes on 
Jan. 29. Meanwhile, the new Jalopy Theater 
on Columbia Street, has already gotten on 
the jazz map thanks to its “delightful old- 
time folk feel,” said bluesman Danny Kalb, 
who packed the place last Saturday. And 
don’t forget Southpaw — which will host 
Harlem Sh a k e s on Feb. 14 - Union Hall, 
Barbes and the Brooklyn Lyceum. 

The Bell House [149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], Ja- 
lopy [315 Columbia Street, at Woodhull 
Street in the Columbia Street Waterfront 
District, (718) 395-3214 ]. Southpaw [125 
Fifth Ave. between Sterling and St Johns 
places in Park Slope, (718) 230-0236] 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-4400] Barbes 
[376 Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-9177], Brooklyn Lyceum 
[227 Fourth Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 857-4816] 

8 'Strip' malls: Last summer, pedes- 
trians ruled the streets after several 
business districts got roadways blocked 
off to car traffic. This year, organizers 
of street parties on Montague Street and 
Bedford Avenue hope to be even bigger 
— and local businesses are arranging for 
a Seventh Avenue “promenade” in Park 
Slope, too. 

7 Self-ertainment: Who can afford 
to pay artists and actors to entertain 
them in these tough times? These days, 


it’s all about do-it-yourself fun, like at 
Williamsburg’s 3rd Ward, where would- 
be Picassos can guzzle PBR in front of a 
real-life naked person at Drink ’n’ Draw 
every other Wednesday. Around the cor- 
ner, at underground art space House of 
Yes, everything is DIY, from sewing les- 
sons to acrobatics. And don’t miss Etsy 
Lab’s crafts night. 

3rd Ward [195 Morgan Avenue, at 
Stagg Street in Bushwick, (718) 715- 
4961] House of Yes [342 Maujer Street, 
between Morgan Avenue and Water- 
bury Street in Bushwick, no phone] For 
info: www.nonsensenyc.com. Etsy Labs 
[325 Gold St. at Johnson Street in Down- 
town, (718) 855-8874] 

6 Art attack: The Brooklyn Mu- 
seum is quietly and consistently ap- 
plauded, but the institution still needs a 
breakthrough year to reach the upper ech- 
elon of New York art institutions. Upcom- 
ing exhibits might be significant, but are 
they sensational and provocative enough 
to draw the crowds? In March, there’s 
a retrospective of Gustave Caillebotte. 
Who? See, that’s the problem. “He’s the 
third most important French impression- 
ist behind Monet and Renoir,” said mu- 
seum spokeswoman Sally Williams. In 
other words, he’s that forgotten crooner 
who rounded out the Three Tenors after 
Placido Domingo and a crooner named 
Luciano Pavarotti. 

Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000] For a full sked, 
visit www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

5 The death of fun: Once, it all 
seemed so easy: Go to Coney Island 
to ride the bumper cars at Astroland, hop 
the free shuttle to go to the floating pool 
where Brooklyn Bridge Park may some- 
day sit, or head to a concert at the Mc- 
Carren Park Pool. Sadly, none of those 
things exist: Astroland is already gone, 
and the rest of Coney Island appears to 
be going with it; construction of most 
of the active recreation space at Brook- 



lyn Bridge Park is off the table and the 
McCarren Park Pool is slated to become 
... a pool someday. Given the state of 
the economy, even cheap thrills will be 
tough to find. 

Manhattan goes Brooklyn: Mu- 
sic lovers are staying tuned to the 
planned relocation of the Knitting Fac- 
tory, a Manhattan mainstay that will open 
later this year on Metropolitan Avenue in 
Williamsburg. In 2009, the brains behind 
the Lower East Side’s Cake Shop are plan- 
ning to open a branch of their tastemaking 
indie rock club on an otherwise rockless 
stretch of Prospect Park West in Wind- 
sor Terrace. And in 2009, developer A1 
Laboz might bring a long-awaited H&M 
to the Fulton Mall in Downtown. 

3 Old is the new new: A handful 
of retro-minded entrepreneurs are 
bringing old-school entertainment back 
to Brooklyn this year. This month, Peter 
Shapiro and Charlie Ryan are planning 
to open Brooklyn Bowl — a music venue 
and 16-lane bowling alley that promises 
to merge the classic game of 10 pin with 
some ’09 amenities. In the Slope, revel- 
er’s looking for old-fashioned fun are al- 
ready flocking to Ocean’s 8 Sports Bar 
for ping pong, air hockey, and, of course, 
billiards. 

Ocean's 8 Sports Bar and Grill [308 
Flatbush Ave. between Park and Sterling 
places in Park Slope, (718) 857-5555] 

The next "it" neighborhoods: 

The conception of Gowanus as a 
rank industrial area famed only for its 
fetid canal will finally fade in 2009, when 
the neighborhood transitions into a night- 
life destination. European bar and bistro 
Bar Tano will continue serving top-notch 
fare, the new Draft Barn beer hall will 


start drawing big crowds, the Bell House 
will get bigger national acts, and the new 
I-Beam rehearsal and performance space 
will give artists another reason to flock 
to the canal zone. And nothing says, “hip 
neighborhood,” like being able to claim the 
borough’s first Mac support store. 

Bar Tano [357 Third Ave. at Ninth 
Street, (718) 499-3400] Draft Barn [530 
Third Ave. between 12th and 13th 
streets, (718) 768-0515] I-Beam [168 Sev- 
enth St., between Second and Third av- 
enues, no phone] For info: www.ibeam- 
brooklyn.com. Mac Support Store [168 
Seventh St., between Second and Third 
avenues, (718) 312-8341] 

And the number one trend in Brook- 

1 Hello, value meals: There are 
happy hours — and then there are 
happy days at Brooklyn bars and restau- 
rants this winter. Rachel’s Taqueria now 
offers a buy-one-get-one-free $10 dinner 
for diners who order combination platters 
on Monday nights, tacos on Tuesdays or 
enchiladas on Wednesdays. 

Or there’s Cafe Steinhof, where the 
$6 goulash on Monday nights (coupled 
with the $3 happy hour beers from 4-7 
pm) are still more popular than the NFL 
game of the week. 

And don’t forget Cafe on Clinton. The 
Cobble Hill hotspot is now offering an 
$18, three-course meal and a$19 abottle 
wine list, and a second happy hour from 
9-11 pm. 

This recession is sounding delicious. 
Rachel's Taqueria [408 Fifth Ave. at 
Seventh Street, in Park Slope (718) 788- 
1137] Cafe Steinhof [422 Seventh Ave. 
at 14th Street in Park Slope, (718) 369- 
7776] Cafe on Clinton [268 Clinton St., 
between Verandah Place and Warren 
Street, (718) 625-5908] 
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Flea-peat 

Call it “the wee flea.” 

Organizers of the popular Brooklyn Flea — 
the Sunday outdoor arts, crafts, antiques and 
vintage market in a Fort Greene high school 
backyard — will unveilascaled down, up-mar- 
ket indoor version this weekend in DUMBO. 

“It’s for Brooklyn Flea vendors who never 
wanted to bring their best stuff to an outdoor 
flea market,” said organizer Eric Demby (pic- 
tured, left, with Jon Butler). 

On weekends through March, the DUMBO 
version will set up shop in vacant space at the 
comer of Washington and Front streets owned by 
neighborhood real-estate titan David Walentas, 
who has given a subsidized rent. 

“He sees that having our market will bring 
more business to DUMBO,” Demby said. 

Of course, if it doesn’t, this Flea could be 
short-lived. Demby admitted that none of the 
vendors have signed contracts for 12 weeks. 

‘Tmnervous,butI’mconfident that the vendors 
will do well enough to come back,” he said. 

Brooklyn Flea [76 Front St., at Washington 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 935-1052] weekends, 
11 am-6 pm. — Gersh Kuntzman 


Drink it in 

For all of you who have looked at a piece of 
modem art and muttered, “My kid could do 
that,” boy, do we have an art show for you. 

Curator Peter Teraberry’s Museum of 
Drunken Art — now at Sputnik in Clinton Hill 



better than Sam Crees, whose muse may be kill- 
ing his brain cells, but it’s also aiding his genius. 
When intoxicated, Crees uses an angry cartoony 
approach (check out his “GangsterNixon” or his 
pig-faced “Puritan” on Teraberry’s Web site). 

“Sam really captures the spirit of drunken 
art,” Teraberry said. “Though for the life of 
me, I can’t tell you what that is.” 

Spoken like a great drunken artist. 
Drunken art at Sputnik [262 Taaffe PI. at 
DeKalb Avenue in Clinton Hill, (718) 398- 
6666], now through February. For info, 
themuseumofdrunkenart.blogspot.com. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 


HEALTH 


Bee smart 

Why carbo-load on energy drinks when you 
can “bee” natural? That was Brooklyn Heights 
resident David Luks’s brainstorm last spring 
when the avid runner — and cancer patient — 
caught wind of new scientific research that touted 
the benefits of honey. 

^ J* At the time, Luks 

— a former marketing 
executive for Pepsi — 
was merely looking for 

ganically and health- 
■ J fully, not invent the 
Next Big Soft Drink. 

But most “health” drinks contained pow- 
dered and artificial sweeteners, not the bona- 
fide bee stuff, so he set out to make a true 
honey drink to maximize the sticky serum’s 
health and energy benefits. 

Benefits? Honey protects against diabetes, 
obesity, and hypertension, and sooth the ef- 
fects of sore throats and colitis. And it only 
has 80 calories per 16-ounce bottle. 

“They taste great — they’re very refresh- 
ing, and very light,” said Perelandra’s buyer, 
Dawn Favale. “Some of these new drinks are 
just so sweet and so heavy, but these are much 
better for you.” 

Deluxe Honeydrop is available at Perelandra 
[175 Remsen St., between Court and Clinton 
streets. (718) 855-6068] — Sarah Portlock 
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FREE 

1 T TTFR SODA 


pla f 
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WITH EVERY LARGE PIE 

Eat in, or Free Delivery 


Brooklyn’s BEST Peruvian Cuisine! 
La Mejor Comida Latina de Brooklyn! 

Enjoy our famous brick oven pizza & 
grilled pannini sandwiches. 

We cater all occasions. 

Come in with the family for a fan, quick 
and low-priced meal. 


| HAPPY HOUR! 

1 Nightly 5 to 7:30pm 

■ All specialty cocktails: *4°° 

I ' ' All bottles & draft beer: *3°° 

1 Sat & Sun Brunch: *10 95 







392 5thA?e L (6!h P & E 7th St.) 71 8-965-3376 



LIVE MUSIC 

• WEDNESDAY NIGHTS 

• SAT & SUN BRUNCH 

347 Court Street 

between Union & President 


COBBLE HILL 

1 39 Smith St. (Bergen & Dean) 71 8-254-9933 

(718)243-1000 

Open Mon-Sat 11 am -9 pm 


• LIVE MUSIC Fri & Sat: 7:30 to 10:30pm 

• DJ WITH VIDEOS Video DJ Nightly 

• FREE SALSA LESSONS Thursday 7:30-10:30pm 

K r 


Free Delivery / Take-out & Catering / pel G© HI 


<6* 



MESQUITE GRILL 

FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT 
FULL SERVICE BAR 

408 5™ AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 

WE CATER!! 

718-788-1137 

TAKEOUT AND DELIVERY 


LA 

72 7™ AVENUE, PARK SLOPE 

< 6 * 
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Japanese cuisine 



Dimer special 

ALL MENU 

30% OFF 

with this coupon. 

valid only from 4 : 30 - 11 pm 
•7 days a week. exp. 04 / 01/09 


Tempura • Teriyaki 
Hibachi • Fried Rice • Sushi 
Sashimi • Noodle Soup 


11:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

2 Roll $6.95 

3 Roll $8.95 


wm 


236 7th Ave 

718 . 788.0083 


Free Delivery 
Special Rates for 
Birthday Parties 
& Corporate Events 


Dfours: Mon-Fri 11:30-3pm • 4:30-11pm 
Sat & Sun 12:30pm-11pm 
Order Online @ www.delivery.com 
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Saturday) January 10. 20D9 at 3 pm 
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* BROOKLYN CENTER 

■ . POR TWE PERFORMING ARTS 

III AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE 
I 2008-2009 SEASON 


ooklytiCetiterOnlitie.org or 718-951-4500 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO 
ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 

We hope you enjoy these calendars we distributed last week. 


IWvrfle 


yftie 718.230.8100 
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WHERE TO OQ 



NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 





t, Ste 624 V Brooklyn NY P 11201 (718) 834-9350 



HOWTO 
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too little of scallop, but were enjoy- 
able nonetheless. 


I took a brief sojourn through 
Saladland not just because I could 
— unlike Peter Luger, Morton’s of- 





Good Food 
at a Good Price! 

Mon: Vi price pasta Mon to Fri 4-7pm 

Tue: Sprite ribs % price apps & drinks 

BELMONT STEAKS 

1 39 Flatbush Ave • Atlantic Terminal Mall 

Open till Opm 718 - 230-0244 7 days a week 


JUST THE RIGHT FOOD 





(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

(718) 625-7370 • mmmm t 

Sun-Thurs: 12-10:30pm; Fri & Sat: 12-ll:30pm 




5th Ave ♦ 15th St 

718 . 768.5590 


Yearly 

Special 

$ 299.00 


3 Month 
Special 
$ 99.00 





SALES & RENTALS 


ON-SITE REAL ESTATE ATTORNEY 


GRAND OPENING SPECIALS: 


mmiP — 

A wine lover’s 
resolutions for 
the new year 



PAY-AS-YOU-GO • $5 DAILY WORKOU 
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PARENT 


Can this family get back in sync? 


S martmom and fam- 
ily are still on Cali- 
fornia time. But they 
better switch their circadian 
rhythms to Eastern Standard 
Time. Pronto. 

On Sunday night, Smart- 
mom was in a panic. In the 
weeks ahead, there was just 
too much to do and she 


wasn’t sure she had the 
stamina for it all. 

• Teen Spirit has a boat- 
load of school work to com- 
plete and a couple of college 
applications to get out the 

• Hepcat has to finish a 
project he’s been working on 
for too long. And while he’s 


• Smartmom 
still needs a job. 
Actually, she 



FAMILY CALENDAR 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 


(yeah, good luck 

less Obama ci 
ates a new WPA for w 


• OSFO has to get back to 
the rigorous and oversched- 
uled life of a Park Slope mid- 
dle-schooler. 

Couldn’t they just go back 
to the farm and hang out 
ad Miss 


Thom 


By Louise Crawford 


work left to finish. 

“Why didn’t you do it out 
in California?” Smartmom 
bellowed. 

“I forgot,” OSFO lied. 

Smartmom was fit to be 
tied. The television stayed 
off until OSFO finished her 


already asleep after a long 
weekend of revelry with 
friends after “solitary con- 
finement” in California. He 
was out like a light. 

Mission accomplished. 
The children were sleeping. 
Smartmom practically pat- 
ted herself on the back. N ot 
so fast. 

At 11:05, OSFO crawled 
into the parental bed and had 
an emotional meltdown. It 
was like the beginning of the 
school year all over again: 
tears, fears and apprehen- 
about going back to 
middle school. 

“I miss PS 321,” she told 


At 4:45 am, she gave up 
trying to sleep and waited for 
the alarm to ring at 5:30. 

“Turn the shower on,” 
OSFO ordered fromher bed- 
room as soon as it rang. 

It was a bit harder to get 
Teen Spirit up at 6 am. But he 
did, eventually, shower, dress 
and make it out the door, 
while listening to “Talking 
Heads 77” at top volume. 

Uh oh. OSFO needed 
lunch and there was noth- 
ing in the fridge. That meant 
a quick trip to the newsstand 
on Seventh Avenue where 
the owner knows to make 
a bagel with cream cheese 


Brownstone Brooklyn’s 3rd Annual 

JEtflSfl Summer Camp 
& Teen Programs Fair! 

Sunday, January 11, 2009 
12:30 - 2:30 p.m. 

Park Slope Jewish Center 
8 th Avenue & 14 th Street 




JIU 008 s3U 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


a hold their daughter, Anneliese 
ethodist Hospital in Park Slope at 
st 7 pounds. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment Q S P acious Classrooms 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities Q Enriched Curriculum 

□ Indoor Gym facilities □ Caring, loving environment 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 
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Mixed signals on the economy 


Builder: 'Domino' 
plan will not fall 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The developer behindBrooklyn’s sec- 
ond biggest construction project says 
that he’s doing fine — even though 
his foes are hoping that the softening 
economy will do to his oversized proj- 
ect what it did to Atlantic Yards. 

Michael Lappin, president and CEO 
of Community Preservation Corporation 
Resources, told The Brooklyn Paper that 
his $1.2-billion plan to turn Williams- 
burg’s long-dormant Domino Sugar re- 
finery into 2,200 apartments is still on 
track, despite a fiscal climate that is cur- 
tailing other projects. 

“It’s more difficult [to secure financing] 
than it was before, but the fact that we’re fo- 
cused on a much lower income, where there 
is enormous demand and public subsidies, 
helps,” said Lappin. The developer said he 
is currently trying to line up a “very achiev- 
able” $100 million to finance the first stage 
of the project: some 300-units — about 50 
percent of them affordable — planned to 
begin construction in about a year at the re- 
finery ’s former parking lot on Kent Avenue 
between South Third and Fourth streets. 

“As we get closer to starting, we’re 
very confident that it will firm up,” said 
Lappin, whose CPC Resources, working 
alongside developer Isaac Katan, secured 
a $500-million line of credit last spring for 
the project, which promises that 30 per- 
cent of its units will be affordable housing 
and 100 of them will be reserved for res- 
idents earning only $25,000 per year. 

But some Domino opponents are hop- 
ing that the ailing economy might side- 
track and scale-back the project, which 
includes plans to top the landmarked re- 
finery with a glassy addition and build 
two 30-story, and two 40-story, residen- 
tial towers on the waterfront just north of 
the Williamsburg Bridge. 

Assemblyman Joe Lentol (D-Williams- 
burg), who has long called for reducing 
the height of the skyscraping towers, said 
that beleaguered banks likely won’t lend 



Plans are still going forward on the con- 
version of the Domino Sugar plant. 


to developers — and builders might need 
to turn to the community for support. 

“I’m cautiously optimistic that we can 
use this as an opportunity to negotiate the 
size of the project,” said Lentol. “Just as 
Atlantic Yards may be scaled down, Dom- 
ino’s dreams for a large project may be 
scaled down too.” 

Despite some opposition from neighbors, 
the Domino project has been making ad- 
vances. Complaints about the size and the 
scale of the building have been matched 
by support for the development from Wil- 
liamsburg residents and politicians includ- 
ing Council woman Diana Reyna (D-Wil- 
liamsburg), who back the plans because of 
the promised affordable housing. 

Last year, the development faced crit- 
icism from the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission for its tame plans for a rooftop 
refinery addition, leading the builders to al- 
ter their blueprints and promise to preserve 
the building’s iconic yellow signage. 

The next hurdle for the mammoth proj - 
ect is the city’s Uniform Land-Use Re- 
view Procedure (ULURP), an eight-month 
process that is expected to begin before 
the middle of the year. 



Can't sell 'em? Rent 'em! 


Change of strategy at Bank building 


Sales of luxury apart- 
ments in the majestic and unoccupied residences 

phallic Williamsburgh r '' r ' tr '™ " * ***”' 

Savings Bank building 
are so sluggish that the 
owner will rent the un- 
sold units until the econ- 
omy improves — the latest 
proof that the real-estate 
market has gone to hell in 
a rent basket. 

Brooklyn’s tallest build- 
ing, once predominantly 
filled with dental offices 


building into 190 apartments 
(some dentists still have then- 
headquarters in the 34-story 
in condo sales forced other ate some income, such as tower), did not respond to re- 

high-end projects in Brook- the Northside Piers complex quest for comment, 

lyntotemporarilyhawktheir in Williamsburg. The Web site Brown- 

The Dermot Company, stoner broke the story on 
renters as a way to gener- which converted most of the Monday. 


called “One Hanson Place,” 
earlier this year was proudly 
boasting of an upper-floor 
apartment with wraparound 
views of the New York sky- 
line that cost $6 million, but 
is now trying tofill the last 19 
domiciles with rent ranging 
from $3,400 to $4,800 per 
month, according to the Stri- 
bling Properties Web site. 

“It's not a reflection of 
the building or the devel- 
oper,” said Matthew Gior- 
dano, a director of sales in 
Massey Knakal. “There’s 
just such a dramatic swing 
back in the other direction 
after people were buying up 
everything.” 

Developers are more 
likely to rent empty condos 
rather than slash prices, be- 
cause a steep sale price dis- 
count can induce potential 
buyers to hold out for even 
more drastic cuts, Giordano 
told The Brooklyn Paper. 

“Instead of that, they can 
rent them out and maybe break 
even until the marketstrength- 
ens,” Giordano said. 

The slackening demand 


GfSiii Teaching 
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Au revoir, Patois 

Smith Street restaurant to close 


By Mike McLaughlin 

Patois — the groundbreaking 
French bistro that launched the cu- 
linary Renaissance of Smith Street 
— will close on Sunday after 11 
years in business. 

“It’s sad, it’s the end of an era,” said 
Alan Harding, the original chef and 
current co-owner. 

It’s hard to tell from the look of it 
today, but when Harding and sibling 
partners Jim and Paul Mamary opened 
Patois in 1997, Smith Street was so de- 
pressed that many retail storefronts were 
used as apartments. The trio’s original 
rent on the space, between Douglass 


and Degraw streets, was just $900. 

“They paved the way for all of us,” 
said Charles Kiely, who opened the 
Grocery in 1999. 

“I remember a meal I had there in 
1998,” Kiely recalled. “The food was 
very good. They turned 60 people away 
in one hour [because it was so busy], I 
turned to my wife and said, ‘We have 
to open a restaurant next door.’ ” 

Few dispute Patois’s legacy as the 
linchpin and one of the gustatory high- 
lights — with garlic snails and steak 
frites — of a sprawling nightlife dis- 
trict, but the circumstances of the res- 
taurant’s closure are unclear. 

Harding told The BrooklynPaper that 
the family that owns Patois’s building 


had sought a huge hike. 

Untrue, said a member of the land- 
lord’s family, who said the family kicked 
out Harding and Co. because they didn’t 
pay their rent. 

“They’re behind on their rent for 
months,” said Theresa Russo, before 
hanging up. 

Untrue, said Harding. 

“Nothing could be further from the 
truth. We have not defaulted,” Hard- 
ing told The Brooklyn Paper. 

Whatever the truth of this land- 
lord-tenant dispute, Harding and the 
Mamary brothers’ place in history is 
secure with Brooklyn foodies. After 
Patois, they opened the other Smith 
Street stalwarts Gowanus Yacht Club 
and Pacifico (try the ribs) and Sweet- 
water in Williamsburg. 

Patois [255 Smith St., between 
Douglass and DeGraw streets, (718) 
855-1535]. Brunch and dinner will be 
served on Sunday. Apres le diner. 


Ruth S. Ammon School of Education 


Education Programs at Adelphi's Manhattan Center 

Great teachers never stop learning. Adelphi University’s Manhattan Center makes that easier 
with weekend and evening certificate and master's programs, including: early childhood 
special education, childhood education, childhood special education, adolescence special 
education, literacy advanced certification, TESOL/bilingual, and educational leadership. 


Find out more at our Manhattan Center Open House, 
Wednesday, January 14, 4:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 


RSVP at www.adelphi.edu/rsvp 


Manhattan Center, 75 Varick Street 

Easily accessible by the 1 , A, C, and E trains, and the M20 bus 


A 


ADELPHI 

UNIVERSITY 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


http://education.adelphi.edu 



Patients should get the care t 
at New York Methodist h 

hey deserve 
Hospital 

And a successful hospital stay depends on excellent nursing care 


We want a guarantee that there will be 
enough RNs on duty to give our patients 
the care they need. 

Research has shown that care from RNs is not 
just important - it’s a matter of life and death. 

Help us ensure quality care. 

Support the New York Methodist RNs. 


A message from the 
New York Methodist RNs and the 


A 
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New York State 

BLUEHK 

ASSOCIATION. 
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Mike’s the McMahon 

Ridge's new congressman takes oath in DC 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Freshman Rep. Mike McMa- 
hon (D-Bay Ridge) started his 
career on Capitol Hill this week 
by nailing an appointment to 
the powerful Tr; p l lionand 
Infrastructure Committee — 
a post he coveted during his 
campaign this fall. 

Slots on that committee are es- 
pecially prized this year because 
the panel will be a funnel for pub- 


lic works projects in the massive 
economic stimulus package. 

“I got it through old-fashioned 
campaigning, by expressing early 
my desire to the speaker [Nancy 
Pelosi] and the majority leader 
[Steny Hoyer] and their staffs,” 
said McMahon, a former City 
Councilman who succeeded 
scandal-torn Vito Fossella. The 
Staten Island Republican opted 
not to run for re-election after a 
drunk-driving arrest and subse- 
quent admission that he had fa- 


thered a child with his mistress 

A swearing-in ceremony onTues- 
day sealed McMahon’s transition 
from City Hall to Capitol Hill, an 
event that McMahon said filled him 
— like so many starry-eyed legis- 
lators before him — with awe. 

“We’re a part of the govern- 
ment, but we’re also a part of 
history. You get a sense of that 
when you look around the Capi- 
tol dome,” the lawmaker told The 
Brooklyn Paper. 


But there’s little time for bunt- 
ing-filled reverie when the econ- 
omy’s in shambles, the military 
is waging war in two foreign the- 
aters, and constituents back home 
want help with day-to-day prob- 

“The types of complaints 
are similar [to what I heard as a 
councilman], like sewer and traf- 
fic complaints. But there are also 
federal issues lire immigration 
and IRS stuff and veterans af- 
fairs,” McMahon said. 


After a few long days of Byz- 
antine legislative procedure, the 
newest member to the city’s now- 
Republican-free congressional del- 
egation doesn’t retire to a house 
shared with other pols and staff- 
ers — like so many do inside the 
Beltway. 

Instead, he’s living in his own 
McMahon-sion — a studio near 
the Capitol. 

“At the age of 51 , I’m not inter- 
ested in the frat boy atmosphere,” 



Meet the new boss: Rep. Mike McMahon takes the 
oath from Speaker Nancy Pelosi, officially making 
him congressman for Bay Ridge and Dyker Heights. 
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Peter and Kristen 
Sclafani: The restau- 
rs who brought Bar 
Tano to Gowanus will open another Eu- 
ropean-styled cafe and wine bar on an 
equally foodless stretch of Eighth Ave- 
nue in Park Slope. Econony be damned: 
These two know what they’re doing. 

L Trees: Let’s see if trees 
' along the Brooklyn 
Heights Promenade and 
at the River Cafe beneath the Brook- 
lyn Bridge return to life after endur- 
ing a summer drowning in salt wa- 
ter spray from Oliafur Elisson’s “New 
York City Waterfalls.” The artist and 
his four salt-spewing scaffoldings are 
gone, but the damage lingers. 

Catherine Bohne: The 
Park Slope Community 
Bookstore’s owner can’t 
re stopped with her ebullience to keep 
the locals shopping locally. In 2008, 
Bohne started a restaurant tour along 
Seventh Avenue and expanded the holi- 
day bazaar Snowflake Celebration. 

Y Abolitionist monu- 
ments: The city has an- 
nounced plans to create 
a $3 -million abolitionist memorial 
throughout Brooklyn. We’ll believe 

/ / Ed Halter and Thomas 
Beard: This duo’s Sun- 
V-/ V-/ set Park new media art 
space. Light Industry, is heating up with 
six screenings a month — from docu- 
mentaries to experimental cinema. 

/ Skibo: This itinerant 

7~\ ] bookseller is an Eastern 

^y Parkway institution, but 
will he go down with the sinking print 
ship or will his $1 price point prove 
a smash hit with impoverished Slop- 
ers in ’09? 

/ A Steve Sheinkin: This 
g\ unassuming Park Sloper 
has written two collec- 
tions of “Rabbi Harvey” comics that 
take great Jewish allegories and set them 
in the Wild West. And his never-boring 
history books, including “King George: 
What Is His Problem?” and “Two Miser- 
able Presidents” (Roaring Book Press), 
have earned him kudos. 
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Rich Kessler: This long- its unsightly office building Downtown, 

time Park Sloper discov- But local leaders want to see small 

ered what he calls “The businesses in there now. 

The Gallery Players: 
With smash hits like the 
■dressing “A Tuna 
could be Christmas” and high school-themed, 
Shakespeare-influenced musical “Like 


Brooklyn Mirador” — a view of the 
Empire State Building perfectly framed 
inside the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ arch in 
Grand Army Plaza. The 1 
lost if Atlantic Yards ev 


33 


Councilwoman Letitia 

ss:Back-bencherno 
! This Fort Greene 
Democrat has become the go-to gal for 
anything related to Central Brooklyn. 
Watch this year as she gears up to take 
tRep. Ed Towns in 2010. 

Tom Fox: The owner of 
NY Water Taxi couldmake 
commutes for waterfront 
denizens from Greenpoint to Bay Ridge 
a pleasant seaborne adventure if only 
the city would give him some long- 
t support. 

Tim Gibson: A Fort 
Greene resident and ex- 
for a high-end 
travel company, Gibson has a novel 
sidelight: he collects unwanted crutches 
and sends them to the Third World, 
where a single crutch can mean the 
difference between abject poverty and 
self-sufficiency. 

Capt. Mark DiPaolo: 
The new commanding of- 
- ' : 84th Precinct 

in this fall and has already han- 
dled two anti-Semitic death threats 
in Brooklyn Heights with grace and 
professionalism, and as the economy 
continues to tank, DiPaolo will be the 
man in charge of battling the inevita- 
ble crime wave. 

Q Lauren Elvers Collins: 
As the new deputy direc- 
^y tor for the Gowanus Ca- 

nal Conservancy, Collins will over- 
see development at the possible sponge 
park — but it’s her work as the founder 
of the Windsor Terrace Alliance that 
could get her ’hood recognized. 

FT Jim Mamary: One of 

t the borough’s most-pro- 
^y f lific restaurateurs was bat- 
tered when his proposed oyster bar 
was thwarted by community opposi- 
tion, and his popular Trout restaurant 
on Smith Street closed. He’ll bounce 
back — our stomachs demand it. 

/ Peter Miller: A true 
^ 7^\ merry prankster, Mill- 
er’s Freebird Books on 
Columbia Street got on the local ra- 
dar screen last year by hosting a party 
for obvious no-show Thomas Py nchon 
and sponsoring a marathon of Shake- 
speare plays. 
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33rd Council District: The race to succeed 
(or battle!) David Yassky to represent Brook- 
lyn Heights is complicated by virtually every- 
one’s belief that Yassky will abandon his quest for comptroller and run 
for his seat again. For now, the race is led by Jo Anne Simon (49), the 
only woman in the (currently) six-person contest. She’s been a Demo- 
cratic district leader for years. If Simon falters — and Yassky doesn’t run 
— activist Evan Thies (50) has a good shot. He was Yassky’s right hand 
man during the councilman’s glory days, and has made a name for him- 
self on Community Board 1. Like Thies, Steve Levin (51) has been in 
the employ of a local pol (in Levin’s case, he’s chief of staff to Brooklyn 
Democratic Party boss, Assemblyman Vito Lopez, whose Rolodex will 
certainly come in handy). Close to the front is Ken Diamondstone 
(52), who gave former state Sen. Marty Connor a scare in 2006. Far back 
is Williamsburg activist Isaac Abraham (53) and former Sierra Club 
chapter leader Ken Baer (54). 


A Q David Shenk: The au- 

/ 1 thor of such classic non- 

fiction works as “Skele- 
ton Key: A Dictionary for Deadheads,” 
“Data Smog” and “The Forgetting,” 
is finishing up his new book, “The 
Genius in All of Us” — and this one 
is going to change everyone’s under- 
standing of the role that genes play (or, 
more accurately do not play) in deter- 
mining who will be talented and who 
will be merely average. The good news? 
We can all be Tiger Woods. The bad 
news? It takes 10,000 hours of prac- 
tice, demands full-time commitment 
and virtually precludes having a so- 
cial life. 

A Ninjasonik: Obscene 
g\ g North Brooklyn party 
“T/ rappers Ninjasonik made 
a splash in Williamsburg in 2008 
with their singles “Art School Girl” 
and “Tight Pants,” but the raucous trio 
have big plans in 2009 when they plan 
to drop their full-length debut. 

A / Charlie Statelman: 
g\ The chef-owner of Cafe 

on Clinton in Cobble Hill 
is not going to let the Wall Street crash 
destroy all he’s worked for. Instead, he’s 
offering an $18, three-course meal, plus 
a very nice $19 a bottle wine list. 

A Rep. Mike McMahon: 

This guy is so hot that 
“• \y he gets his own story on 

this page! 

A A Patrick Gaspard: 

ytyt This Park Slope oper- 

ative will be spending 
2009 in the White House as President 
Obama’s political director. 

A Randy Asher: The 

g\ % Brooklyn Technical HS 

“TV/ principal got an “A” prog- 

ress-report grade in just his second 
year last year, but thousands of mid- 
dle-class families with kids in seventh 
and eighth grades certainly hope he 
keeps pace. 


You Like It,” this nonprofit Park Slope 
off-off Broadway theater is making a 
solid pitch for your limited disposi- 
ble income. 

Stephanie Thayer: 

^ f This Greenpoint-Wil- 
liamsburg activist got 
named to head the neighborhood’s 
“Open Space Alliance,” a quasi-pri- 
vate advocacy group within the Parks 
Department. The job makes Thayer the 
Tupper Thomas of Williamsburg. 

T Mark Peters: You may 
^ I know this longtime Park 
\J I Sloper from his failed run 
for District Attorney a few years back, 
but now he’s running the state’s liqui- 
dation bureau — which sounds dull, 
but is anything but. In just two years, 
Peters has turned the moribund agency 
around, paying out long-delayed claims, 
conducting the first audit in 99 years, 
and bringing new energy and profes- 
sionalism to a bureau with $3 billion 

Daniel Squadron: 

• % I The 29-year-old Dem- 
\J ocratic state Senator- 

elect beat 30-year incumbent Marty 
Connor. If that wasn’t enough nachas 
for this nice Jewish boy, he’s also en- 
gaged to marry his longtime girlfriend 
in 2009, too. 

Red Hook Vendors: 
y The beloved food vendors 

^ / in Red Hook Park will try 
to recapture a little bit of their old pre- 
rules flair this summer. And maybe 
they’ll get the apology from Parks 
Commisssioner Adrian Benepe that 
our columnist Gersh Kuntzman de- 
manded. 

O Q School Construction 
J /K Authority: The much- 
criticized school building 
agency is in the midst of several high 
profile developments in Bay Ridge, in- 
cluding the possible use of eminent do- 
main to acquire property on Fourth 
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39th Council District: The race to succeed 
towering Councilman Bill DeBlasio to represent 
Park Slope features five men: Bob Zucker- 
aitly the executive director of Gowanus Canal Conser- 
vancy. He’ll make headlines again this year if he continues to reverse the 
image of the fabled waterway from a polluted wasteland into a residential 
Garden of Eden. Brad Lander (39), who runs the Pratt Center for Com- 
munity Development, enters the New Year with a teeming campaign war 
chest and a resume boasting public planning experience. Josh Skaller 
(40) pledges not to take campaign donations from real estate developers 
(talk about biting the hand that feeds pols!). Craig Hammerman (41) 
is a living legend — the Community Board 6 district manager is a mem- 
ber of the New York City Hall of Fame. Almost everything he does adds 
to his lofty stature. Longshot Gary Reilly (42), a lawyer by training, will 
at least be in the limelight for his support for mass transit. 


O™ 7 Michael O'Connell: The 

^ g son of Red Hook developer 
\J f Greg O’Connell bought the 

railcar-style Cheyenne Diner, but is 
struggling with the engineering feat 
necessary to move it from the West 
Side of Manhattan to Red Hook. 

/ Marilyn Gelber: The 
^ head of the Independence 

\J Community Foundation 

spearheaded this year’s “Give Where 
You Live Campaign,” an effort to keep 
Brooklynites’ charitable donations in 
the borough last year. 

Geoffrey Raymond: 

^ Raymond — recently 

VXW featured on “20/20” - 
paints giant portraits of financial and 
political figures, then takes them to 
Wall Street and lets laid-off finan- 
ciers scribble on them. “The Anno- 
tated Fuld,” covered with biting com- 
ments like, “Enjoy your old age, prick,” 
recently sold for $10,000. 

370 Jay Street: The 
Metropolitan Transit Au- 
thority wants to refurbish 


ies, before there are any permanent 
portions of the park. 

A Rep. Ed Towns: The 

y g 1 13-term Congressman 

is now chairman of the 
House Oversight Committee — his 
first chairmanship in 26 years riding 
the back bench. What will Towns (D- 
Fort Greene) do with all his newfound 
power? A lot, we hope. 

Rachel Sheinkin: 
J ^ A Tony Award winner 
\J from Park Slope (“The 
25th Annual Putnam County Spell- 
ing Bee”), Sheinkin will be spending 
this semester teaching libretto writ- 
ing at a little place called Yale Uni- 
versity. Meanwhile, her latest project, 
a juggernaut called “Little House on 
the Prairie,” huffs and puffs towards 
the Great White Way. 

Steve Hindy: The 
y y king of beers desper- 
iL ately needs land to ex- 
pand his sudsy operation, but his search 
has been stymied for years. Our liv- 
ers will never forgive us if Brooklyn 
Brewery leaves the borough. 

Coney Island: The 
y I once-fabled “People’s 

I Playground” is settling in 

for a summer right out of “The War- 
riors.” Astroland is gone, the stores on 
the Boardwalk all wear “For Lease,” 
and neither the city nor the main land- 
owner, Joe Sitt, has a clue how to pro- 
ceed from here. 

Councilman Bill De- 
y I I Blasio: The Park Slope 
\y councilman stood tall 
(and we mean tall ) against Lillipu- 
tian Mayor Bloomberg in the term- 
limits battle — and now Dollar Bill 
is in a crowded Democratic primary 
race for Public Advocate rather than 
running for re-election. 

1 O D ° ck Streef: WiU this 

I contentious 18-story res- 

I y idential building go up in 
DUMBO? Next stop: A community 
board vote this month. 

T O Kaf Lon 9 : In March, 
I /S look out for this Bed- 
I Stuy-based social histo- 

rian’s sexual history of New York, “The 
Forbidden Apple: A Century of Sex and 
Sin in New York City.” It covers every- 
thing from Victorian era prostitutes — 
or dollymops, as they called them — 
to the ’80s AIDS epidemic. 

T ^^7 Jon Scieszka: Now that 
I / kid’s book legend Mo Wil- 
I 7 lems has left Brooklyn, Sci- 

eszka (“Stinky Cheese Man”) is the 
go-to guy for libraries and bookstores 
looking to get some street cred with 
the under-10 set. 

Ethan Hawke: The 
failed novelist is planning 
to spend alot of time in our 
borough in 
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Avenue and its proposal to construct 
a school on the site of the former site 
of the “Green Church.” 

Grand Army Plaza: 
M t A design competition this 
y fall offered ways to fix the 
chaos at Grand Army Plaza — but will 
the Department of Transportation con- 
sider any of the more feasible sugges- 
tions in 2009? 

y \ / Brooklyn Bridge 
£ 'Park': By year’s end, 

\y the park planners prom- 
ised to open true — and permanent — 
parkland on the long-delayed project. 
The city and state have broken their 
word many times, but ReginaMyer, the 
president of the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Development Corporation, believes she 
can green up at least a small portion of 
the waterfront by the end of ’09. 
y\ t“ Mariana Koval: The 
£ president of the Brook- 

lyn Bridge Park Conser- 
vancy and her staff have made the wa- 
terfront a destination, with a summer 
cafe, floating pool and outdoor mov- 


Music until 
March, then look for him in “Brooklyn’s 
Finest,” another corrupt-cop drama, 
which filmed last year in Bushwick. 

T Colson Whitehead: 

I The Fort Greene novel- 

I ist will release “Sag Har- 

bor,” a coming-of-age tale about a kid 
who feels as out of place at a black sum- 
mer community. Maybe this year, he 
won’t dodge our calls. 

U Brooklyn Cyclones: 
Forget “Wait ’til next 
year!” After just missing 
the playoffs in 2008, the Cyclones are 
gunning for the championship, start- 


ing June 19 against the hated Staten 
Island Yankees. 

T Simon Rich:The24-year- 

I ^ old son of Times colum- 
I V/ nist Frank Rich isn’t satis- 
fied with merely writing for “Saturday 
Night Live” — his first novel is com- 
ing out this year. That’s not bad, but 
his brother and borough-mate, Nathan- 
iel, put out his novel, “The Mayor’s 
Tongue,” last year. 

1 ^ Laurent Le Guernec: 
I y The perfumer has a new 
I scent called “Brooklyn” 

coming out in March, which claims to 
capture the smell of the “edgy new cre- 
ative types.” Mmmm, blogger sweat. 

T T BenGreenman:ThePark 

a I Sloper’sfirstnovel,“Please 

S I Step Back,” is due out May 


5. It’s ; 




1 y\ Jamal Woolard: This 
1(1 Brooklyn rapper is mak- 
I \y ing his big-screen debut in 
the Christopher Wallace biopic, “No- 
torious,” on Jan. 16. 

9 Leigh Taylor-Smith: Miss 
New York — and before that. 
Miss Brooklyn — 
will be grabbing for the i 
top tiara at the Miss f 
America contest on Jan. 

24. She’s the first Miss 
New York with an ac- 
tual shot of winning i 
since Vanessa Wil- [ 
liams in 1984. 


8 


far, i 



cases, economic tur- 
moil and his own in- 
eptitude has stalled i 
Bruce Ratner’s At- f 
lantic Yards project I 
for five years — and I 

will come down this year. 

7 Flatbush Avenue Exten- 
sion: Last year’s Number 1 
thing to watch is still close to 
the top of this year’s edition — though 
not for the same reason. Last year’s op- 
timism has already been supplanted by 
fear. Many projects are still going up 
but other big jobs aren’t. This is the 
year when the boom either goes bust 
or comes back on booming. 

6 KimberVanRy: Finally, this 
Prospect Heights man’s stoop- 
drinking case will be heard in 
February. If he wins, we can all toast 
him — on our front steps. 

5 Dominick Stanzione: The 
day of reckoning for financially 
strapped Long Island College 
Hospital is drawing near — and Stan- 
zione is the man in charge of the so- 
called “restructuring” of the Cobble 
Hill medical center. 

4 Vito Fossella: The two- 
timing congressman’s infi- 
delities drove him into early 
retirement, but all eyes will be on Fos- 
sella to see if the Republican maneu- 
vers to make a comeback. 

3 David Yassky : The two-term 
Brooklyn Heights councilman 
bounced like a pinata between 
credibility and dishonor in the term- 
limit fight. Many think that the “Ter- 
minator” will seek a third term. 

2 Dan Kaufman: The manager 
of the Busy Chef restaurants, 
who was arrested last year on 
charges of swindling customers out of 
thousands by stealing their credit card 
numbers. But the fun is only begin- 
ning: This year, Kaufman’s trial will 
start — and his lawyer is saying that 
Kaufman is just a “patsy” for shadowy 
Brooklyn Heights restaurant partner 
Alan Young, whose eateries fold like 
origami. This is going to be the trial 
of the century! 


And the number one thing to watch in 2009 is: 



East River bridges: To toll or not to toll — is that even a 
question? Congestion pricing failed last year, but the winds in 
Albany are again blowing towards this hated outer-borough 
x. It looks like 2009 will finally be the year when we have to pay to drive 
to Manhattan. Here’s a solution: Let’s stop going into Manhattan! 
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HEALTH, MIND, 
& BODY 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 


10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

r (718) 622-8020 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 







RONALD I, TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 


FAMILY 


DENTISTRY 



WE CAN GIVE YOI 
A GREAT SMILE! 








PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES 



GET NOTICED 


INJURED? 


• All Other Types of Accidents 

*FREE CONSULTATION* 
1-888-MD-FAULT 
Daniel P.Miklos, ESQ. 



EMPLOYMENT 







NATIONAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 



SSr 
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Articles of Organization filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 1 1/25/08. Office 
location: Kings County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to LLC, c/o 
Clothesline Designs LLC 5 Coachmans Court, 
Old Westbury, New York 11568 


of GNA Realty, LLC. Arts 
of Org. filed w/ Secy, of State of NY (SSNY) 
On 1/6/03. Office location: Brooklyn. SSNY 


of LLC upon Whom pro- 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 370 Jefferson St, Brooklyn, NY 
11237 Purpose: any lawful activity. BP47 . 01 















REAL ESTATE 


IMJMMill 
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KINGSVIEW HOMES INC 


Move “ c '-- l "- L 
even a 



HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Continued from back page 


TREE SERVICE II TREE SERVICE 


EVERGREEN TREE 
& SHRUB INC. 


^ YaTcfean 


ClearvieW Tree & Land 


Commercial & Residential 

888.808.4777 Li 
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More Home 
Improvement 
on page 12 
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Real Estate • Merchandise • Employment 
Religious Services • Family • Public Notices 
Home Improvement • Professional Services 


The Brooklyn Classifieds 


January 10, 2008 
Call (718) 834-9350 ext. 109 
BrooklynPaper.com/Classifieds 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 


ARCHITECTS 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 
Alterations & New Buildings 

- Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 

General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Dept, of Buildings & Landmarks 

■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (71 8) 596-2379 
martin@mdparchitects.con 


Fr " (7^8^76^7610^ 


Carpentry Plus 



MECHANICAL 

Commercial • Residential 

Air Conditioning - Heating - Hot Water Heaters 
Refrigeration • Plumbing • Gas & Oil Heat 
Sheet Metal Ductwork Fabrication 
Preventative Maintenance Contracts 
LIC. ELECTRICAL 


718 - 241-4846 • 718 - 241-1918 

BlizzardMech@aol.com L32-u 
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- HOLIDAYS WEREN’T MEANT 
bk* FOR CLEANING! 

Stay Clean • Go Green * Hire Maid 




We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 


John Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 



Baby, it's cold 

INSIDE! 


If you're suffering from 
a cold, drafty house and 
SKY-HIGH UTILITY BILLS, 
you can take smart steps to 
protect your house from the 
cold and save money. 





TATIANE CLEANING SERVICE 

House Cleaning • Deep Cleaning 


973 801-4139 


ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 
M Complete Cleaning 

^Office • Residential • General 

Le 7lj573-4165 yS 

J&. 

Environmentally Responsible 
Cleaning Service 

Residential ■ Commercial 
Post Construction • Maid Service 
Building Maintenance • Carpet S Upholstery 
Move io-Move out 
Post-Construction Cleon up 

(718) 626-8750 
greenapplemaids.com 

Insured - Bonded 132-01 



FORM RENOVATION 

LICENSED EXPERIENCED ALL 
WORK GUARANTEED 
FREE ESTIMATES 

hic#1290900 his#1290896 

718 - 715-0705 
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Custom Construction 


FREE ESTIMATES 
AL: (917) 692-9041 

LIC#1132157« FULLY INSURED L< 


Chris Mullins 

CJM CONTRACTING, INC. 

jofing • Bathrooms 
tchens • Carpentry 


718-276-8558 3 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 



LICENSE. HIC1099974 insured 

718-979-0913 L32.08 

Fully Licensed l Insured HIC Lie #1211120 



DUN-RITE 

RENOVATIONS 

■ rTT.TTTIH J !1 , , H ■ U , fTJ 
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this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 




BUSINESS BRIEFS 



Green Self-Storage 
Grows 

H all Street 
Self Storage, 
which in May 2008 
opened as the first 
green self-storage 
space in the coun- 
try, has become 

iStoreGreen, a brand that solidifies the cc 
to green self-storage. The iStoreGreen brand allows 
for a nationwide network of green self- storage spaces . 
A Manhattan site for the second iStoreGreen facility 
is being located. iStoreGreen franchises will be cre- 
ated across the country. 

Owner Jeffrey E. Sitt st, 
cleaning, and even green wii 
storage needs to be greened, tc 
and customers with his ground 
including purchasing 100% renewable energy c< 
fied by Green-E for its electricity. 

Now, under the iStoreGreen brand, desks for the 
company’s offices and shelving for the storage spaces 
are made from reclaimed wood; the facility uses solar 
hot water heating; and recycled paper with soy ink are 
used for printed materials. Future plans include a fleet 
of Pedi vans, which will use cycling power to transfer 
local residents’ possessions to their storage spaces for 

IstoreGreen, 12% 


tes, “There’s green dry 
es available today— self- 
i.” Sitt drew headlines 
een efforts, 


LICH welcomes 
new top cop 

L ong Island Col- 
lege Hospital 
(LICH) of Brook- 
lyn was proud to 
host Captain Ken- 
neth Corey, the new 
commanding offi- 
cer of the 76 pre- 
cinct in Cobble Hill, 
an his very first day 

an the job. 

Captain Corey 

and John Byrne, Chief Operating Officer of LICH, 
discussed ways to enhance the cooperation required 
between police and healthcare facilities for routine 
matters as well as emergency situations. “We respect 
the trust the public has placed in us,” says Captain 
Corey. “Long Island College Hospital and the NYPD 
both ‘protect and serve.’” 

For LICH’s leadership, the feeling is mutual. “To- 
gether, we focus on protecting the community,” agrees 
John Byrne. “We share the responsibility of being 
prepared at all times.” 
























